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ICCVAM has designed a multi-phased study intended to assess the performance for corrosive
chemicals of two new in vitro skin model dermal irritation assays, EpiDerm™ and EPISKIN™.
A validation study of these assays was recently completed by ECVAM. Phase 1 of the ICCVAM
study will evaluate whether an MTT correction step in the in vitro skin model corrosivity assays
reduces false negative results for chemicals known to be corrosive in vivo and if the in vitro skin
model dermal irritation protocols can also be used to distinguish dermal corrosives from irritants.
Contingent on the results of Phase 1, Phase 2 would provide information for possible
modifications to the in vitro skin model dermal irritation protocols that would allow for
corrosives and false negative corrosives to be identified. This study plan, developed by
NICEATM and ICCVAM, with input from the ECVAM Validation Study Management Team,
will generate information critical for consideration of these in vitro methods by regulatory

authorities. Supported by NIEHS contract NO1-ES-35504.
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